


sterilisation time needed for e.g. 1 % saline 

must be increased by around 30% to kill 

the same number of microorganisms un­

der otherwise similar conditions. 

The porosity and material of surfaces, 

too, exert a strong influence on microbial 

inactivation. In our laboratories we have 

demonstrated that rubber plugs contam-
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inated with B. stearothermophilus, at an 

unchanging temperature, will need around 

50% langer sterilisation times than when 

killing the same microorganism under sat­

urated steam conditions in water or on 

filter paper. 

lt is therefore paramount that care 

products can be mixed with water or con-
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tain water. They should not be allowed to 

prevent water condensation on the sur­

faces to be sterilised. 

1 would be delighted if this paper would 

lead to animated, and possibly controver­

sial, discussion in this journal. • 
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